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USMH Honors Graduates
University System of Maryland at
Hagerstown (USMH) honored 102 graduates from programs at Frostburg State
University (FSU), Towson University (TU)
and University of Maryland University
College (UMUC) on Tuesday, May 20 during a Graduation Celebration at Fountain
Head Country Club in Hagerstown.
More than 200 people attended the event
to celebrate the academic achievements
of students who completed degrees at
USMH. Students were honored from FSU
for the following programs: Master of Arts
in Teaching, Master of Arts in TeachingConcentration in Secondary Education,
Master of Education, Master of Business
Administration and bachelor’s degrees
in business, liberal studies, and sociology. The first cohort of Towson nursing

Graduation celebration attendees enjoy their dinner.

students was honored for completing the B.S. in Nursing program at
USMH. Three UMUC students were
honored for various courses taken
through UMUC at USMH.
The evening began with a performance from the University
of Maryland, Baltimore County
(UMBC) a cappella group, The
Cleftomaniacs, who performed
current pop songs. After the musical performance, Marquis Clever,
a student from Williamsport High
School sang the National Anthem.

Master of Arts in Teaching graduates receive academic
achievement awards for all receiving 4.0 Grade Point
Averages.

The featured entertainment for the evening
was Mary Ann Jung, a historical portrayer
from the company History Alive. She portrayed Clara Barton, the first woman nurse
and founder of the American Red Cross.
The performance was fitting as the first
group of Towson nursing students were
honored at the graduation celebration.
Dr. Jacquelyn D. Jordan, academic
chair and professor in the department of
nursing, participated in the Clara Barton
performance when Jung brought her to
the stage to help bandage another audience participant. Jung dressed Dr. Jordan
in a nursing uniform from the 1800s,
complete with a hoop skirt.

Ashley Smith, Towson University nursing
graduate, delivered the student speech
thanking faculty, staff and her fellow
classmates.
The evening closed with the presentation
of academic achievement awards and
leadership and service awards.
Dr. Kim Rotruck, FSU education programs coordinator and professor, announced the recipients of the Master of
Arts in Teaching (MAT) academic achievement awards. “All of these students
completed this year with a 4.0 grade point
average,” she announced as she commended each one for achieving such a
feat.
continued on page 3
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USMH — 5 Universities
Under 1 Roof
You’re ready. we’re here.
Meet Program Coordinators at
the USMH College Fair on
October 22 from 5-8 p.m.

FSU MAT Student

Jaclyn Stewart Helps FSU Staff and
Students as a Graduate Assistant
“You should be very open-minded and willing to make changes
that can make things better for
the students and the teacher,”
said Jaclyn Stewart, reiterating
one of the teaching principles
that she has learned as a student
in Frostburg State University’s
(FSU) Master of Arts in Teaching
(MAT) – Elementary program at
USMH.

degree in psychology. “I had friends who
completed the MAT program and I was
tossing the idea around and decided that
it would be a good program for me.”

She and her fellow MAT classmates will
have the opportunity to put these principles into action this fall when they serve
an internship, or pre-practicum, in the
Washington County Public Schools. They
also are required to complete a springsemester internship, or practicum.

here whenever we need them.”

Kathy Griemsmann, administrative assistant in the FSU department of education,
explained the internships and MAT program. “There are 100 days of internship
spread over the fall and spring semesters.
The entire MAT program is over the course
of one year. In addition to specific course
pre-requisites for entry, a candidate must
pass the Praxis I exams for education
as well as an entrance interview. Praxis
II tests need to be passed in order to be
hired in a county school system.”
For her fall practicum, Jaclyn will be in
a fourth-grade class at Rockland Wood
Elementary School, and in the spring she
will be placed with a second-grade class.
“First, we will be observing to get our feet
wet, and then slowly we will get to take
over teaching responsibilities. Eventually, I
will be teaching a subject every day.”
Jaclyn said she is interested in teaching
fourth or fifth grade, “but I could change
my mind,” she said. After graduation she
has plans to live closer to D.C. and would
like to work in the Montgomery County or
Washington, D.C. school districts.
Jaclyn graduated from FSU in 2005 with a
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A Cumberland native, Jaclyn moved
to Hagerstown in June to be closer to
USMH, and she said she definitely would
recommend USMH to others. “It offers
a unique program and everyone is very
helpful.” She said her classmates “can
count on each other and we know
Dr. Rotruck and Kathy Griemsmann are

Jaclyn enjoyed the USMH environment so
much that she decided it would be a great
place to work. She applied for a graduate
assistant position and interviewed with
three professors. “I was lucky enough to
be chosen,” she said.
For compensation, she receives tuition
reimbursement and a stipend. “As a
graduate assistant, I provide instructor
support, staff support, and I help with
class preparation, and answering incoming calls for FSU.”
Griemsmann said, “It is nice to have help,
and in the fall and spring semesters we
will be grateful for her assistance. Having
Jaclyn here also ensures continuity in office coverage, since I am here for students during the day, and in the fall, she
will be here until 8:30 p.m.”
For the summer semester, Jaclyn is working Monday through Thursday from 12
p.m. to 5 p.m., and she said time management has become key. Jaclyn offers this
advice to students interested in the MAT
program, “be prepared to work hard and
be very organized.”
FSU education students can reach Kathy
Griemsmann and Jaclyn at 240-527-2741.
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USMH Honors
Graduates

Towson nursing graduate Ashley Smith delivers
a congratulatory speech to the graduates.

continued from page 1

The MAT award winners are as follows:
Stephanie Barr, Bridget Carver, Rhonda
Dayhoff, Danielle Dwinnells, Kayse
Fisher-Martin, Alesia Forsyth, Shannon
Magee, Erin Marks, Katy Powell, Cheryl
Quirk, Elizabeth Rohrer, Jennifer
Rotruck, John Whitaker, and Heather
Wilhelm.
In addition to the MAT award winners,
Bardonna Woods, a FSU business
administration program graduate, was
honored with an academic achievement
award. Towson nursing program graduates Jennifer Campbell and Amy Grant
also received academic achievement
awards.
Leadership and service awards were presented to the following: Shara Gruelich
and Ashley Smith from Towson, and Kayse
Fisher-Martin and Alesia Forsyth from
FSU.
Following the awards all graduates were
called to the stage to receive congratulatory gifts from USMH and their home
university.
“We are so proud of the 2008 graduates.
Honoring the academic achievements of
the students from Frostburg, Towson and
UMUC was such a pleasure this evening.
All their hard work and dedication to their
fields will no doubt pay off as they enter
their chosen careers. We wish them the
best, and we are honored to have them
complete their degrees from University
System of Maryland schools in our
Hagerstown center,” said USMH Executive
Director Dr. David Warner.

A French Intern at USMH:
In Her Own Words
Anaïs Beurois, 19, is a French student who wants
to improve her English. She studies at a French
communication high school based in Paris on the
Champs Elysees: l’EFAP (French School of the
Press Attachés and Communication Works). In
order to be bilingual and to observe an American
company, she works as a volunteer in the
University System of Maryland at Hagerstown.
Erin Harman, director of marketing and public relations, and
Amanda Johnston, public relations specialist, help her to become integrated into the
team. They give her work to do (writing articles in the newsletter, on the Web site…)
and explain to her what their jobs consist of.
“Learning a new culture is an interesting experience. We can think that people who
watch the same movies have the same interests and way of thinking. But it’s not necessarily true. In the entire world, people don’t have the same ideas, and we need to travel
if we want to understand that,” said Anais.
After her studies, Anaïs wants to work in sports events or be a sports journalist.
Although she doesn’t know baseball and football, she loves rugby and soccer. In
Europe, this kind of job is for “macho men.” However, she wants to impose her feminine
point of view. Please don’t be nasty with her: she practices Jujitsu! And be wary of her
thin silhouette: Bruce Lee is skinny too!
Eager for new experiences, she has practiced rafting, jumped with a parachute from a
plane and driven with her small car on the traffic circle “l’Etoile” in Paris! If you want to
understand it, go on the Champs Elysees: it’s the biggest and most dangerous traffic
circle of the world. So, traveling eight hours by plane to another country, with limited
English and knowing nobody, is a new, fascinating experience!
Spoiled, helped and listened to, Anaïs has only two words on her lips when she meets
one of the USMH team, “Thank you!”

Look What’s Coming:
The fall issue of Campus & Community will feature a
scholarship guide. Complete with helpful tips and links to
find scholarships for the programs offered at USMH and
information on the Kelly Regents Scholarship, an
all-expenses-paid scholarship exclusively for students attending USMH partnering universities.
For more information on the Kelly Regents Scholarship
visit www.hagerstown.usmd.edu.
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USMH

Advisory Board
Elects New
Chair

The gavel passed from one University
System of Maryland at Hagerstown
(USMH) Advisory Board member to another at the Board’s meeting in late April.
Former Advisory Board Chair John
League, who is publisher of the HeraldMail, handed the gavel and chair responsibilities to local State Farm Insurance
businesswoman, Gaye McGovern.
McGovern will serve her term as chair for
two years. Hagerstown businessman, Tim
Palkovitz, will also serve for two years as
vice-chair on the Board.

USMH Advisory Board

Dr. Gaye McGovern - Chair
Mr. Timothy Palkovitz - Vice Chair
Dr. Guy Altieri
Mr. John Barr
The Honorable Robert Bruchey
Representative John Donoghue
Dr. Carol Eaton
Dr. Irwin Goldstein
Mr. James Hamill
Mr. John League
Dr. Elizabeth Morgan
Senator Donald Munson
Ms. Anna Nisewarner
Mr. John Schnebly
Mr. Peter Perini
Mr. James Pierne
Dr. Stephen Simpson
Mr. Thomas Slater
Mr. Timothy Troxell
Dr. David Warner
Mr. Ed Zayas

Community Support Can Foster
USMH’s Continued Success

by Gaye McGovern, USMH Advisory Board Chair
The University System of
Maryland at Hagerstown
(USMH) Advisory Board is a
group of community leaders and
University System of Maryland
(USM) officials who work to promote awareness of the programs
offered at the Hagerstown center
and to help USMH identify and
offer educational programs for
students and employers.
The Advisory Board’s mission is to represent regional interests and workforce
needs in program planning, raise money
for scholarship funds, and support USMH
as it implements programs. Our group’s
top priority is for USMH to continue to
grow both in enrolled students and program offerings.
In three years, USMH has grown from
three schools offering 12 programs to five
schools offering 19 programs, and our
enrollment has increased. USMH’s location in downtown Hagerstown has given
residents of Washington county convenient access to higher education.
Even with such accomplishment there
is always the next benchmark to meet.
The Advisory Board will strive to ensure
USMH’s growth and success. Students,
employers and community leaders must
also take positive steps to increase the
college attendance rate in Washington
County. The Advisory Board would like
to work with these groups to achieve the
following:
• Strengthen awareness and support of
USMH in counseling and faculty advising programs at Western Maryland
community colleges. The HCC-UMUC
alliance offering a seamless transition
for students from the associate degree
to the bachelor’s degree is a good
example of this. For a complete list of
HCC-UMUC alliance degrees, visit www.
UMUC.educ/MDalliances and click on
“Alliances Admission Application” under
Hagerstown Community College.
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• Provide additional student housing and
more stores and restaurants tailored to
the student market by encouraging community developers and entrepreneurs to
open businesses.
• Consider the future needs for classrooms, faculty offices and conference
facilities as USMH grows in programs and
size. Conference facilities would enable
USMH to attract meetings that would
generate local revenue. Growth should be
encouraged to include science, mathematics and technology programs.
• Support scholarship programs by local and state governments. At least 70
percent of Washington County college
students need financial help for their
studies. Some stellar examples of local
or state government support for higher
education scholarships include the 1989
Louisiana Tuition Opportunity Plan for
Students (TOPS), the 1991 Oklahoma
Higher Learning Access Plan (OHLAP),
the Garrett County Maryland Board of
County Commissioners plan at Allegany
College and the 2005 Kalamazoo Promise
plan in Michigan. The Maryland Higher
Education Commission Web site and their
“Money For College” workshops provide
excellent guidance to people searching
for financial aid. The Washington County
Board of County Commissioners and the
City of Hagerstown have contributed to
the USMH scholarship fund. But more
needs to be done at all levels to help local
students achieve their educational goals
and dreams.
USMH has proven itself capable of
delivering high quality education under
challenging circumstances. USMH staff
members were hired in anticipation of an
enrollment number of 500 students. USMH
enrollment has increased and the students who are attending USMH are taking
more classes, which are positive signs of
growth. However, since enrollment has not
yet reached anticipated staffing levels and
because Frostburg State University (FSU)
will now provide more service to USMH,
the management team had to eliminate
five USMH positions where the positions
would duplicate service provided by
FSU. Unfortunately, this decision resulted
continued on page 5
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Spectrum Seven

Invoke Spirit and Passion Via Art

In July and August, the USMH Library
welcomes the “Spectrum Seven,” seven
local women who love to paint.

bored: it means that her paintings, and
her life, are diversified. The colors she
uses intensify what she feels.

The group describes their art as the artistic interpretation of the five basic senses
(sight, hearing, taste, touch and smell).
They involve spirit and passion in all of
their creations.

Tressler is a very positive person. She
tries to be joyful when she paints and she
follows an important rule: the three B’s
—. be big, be bold and be beautiful. This
woman puts her emotion into her artwork.

The members of this group are: Eliane
Ambrose, Marjorie Tressler, Marguerite
Cyr, Becky Dietrich, Elisabet StacyHurley, Donna Bingaman and Donna
Mason.

Cyr loves painting nature. In her art,
she wants to preserve the moment — or
the light, as she says — of the creative
impulse.

“Culture can open our spirit and develop
our critical mind,” said Jennifer Clement,
USMH director of library services. “Please
come and visit the library to see this talented group of women’s artwork.”

Ambrose describes her art as an unconscious connection between God and
nature. She doesn’t want to be closed and

Dietrich likes painting from past travels
and on location. She loves travelling, and
her travels are reflected in her artwork.
Stacy-Hurley hopes her painting can

by Anais Beurois, USMH intern
from Paris, France.
See article about Anais on page 2.

Board Chair

USMH Staff Listing

continued from page 4

David Warner
Executive Director
dwarner@hagerstown.usmd.edu
240-527-2727

Gayla Moon-Burgess
IT Support Associate
gmoonburgess@hagerstown.usmd.edu
240-527-2723

Jennifer Clement
Director of Library Services
jclement@hagerstown.usmd.edu
240-527-2717

Scott Thomas
IT Specialist
scthomas@hagerstown.usmd.edu
240-527-2758

Tamara Doleman
Office Clerk
tdoleman@hagerstown.usmd.edu
240-527-2062

Patrice Travis
Library Assistant
ptravis@hagerstown.usmd.edu
240-527-2716

Suzanne Frock
Testing & Career Services Coordinator
sfrock@hagerstown.usmd.edu
240-527-2755

Vichuda Wachs
Office Clerk
vwachs@hagerstown.usmd.edu
240-527-2061

in layoffs of five USMH employees. In
spite of the layoffs, USMH staff is ready
to handle student, faculty and community
business. Please see the staff listing to the
right for contact information.
Access to and continuity of higher education available in this geographic region
is a shift in thinking for many people.
About 10 years ago, a billboard message showed the logos of HCC, FSU
and Hagerstown Business College (now
Kaplan College) along with the words,
“You don’t have to leave town to get an
education.” This is especially true now
that USMH is available in Hagerstown.
Our theme then should have been, “You
don’t have to leave town to get a topquality education!” And in fact, the new
advertising campaign for USMH delivers
this message to potential students by stating: “You’re ready. We’re here.”
USMH is thriving and it is the community’s
responsibility to build upon this success.
Higher education is the key to a more productive and economically healthy place to
live and work.

touch others’ minds and hearts.
Bingaman hopes to illuminate the lives of
people who can look at her art.
Mason hopes to tap into the imagination,
open minds, tickle funny bones or touch
people’s souls.

Erin Harman
Director of Marketing & Public Relations
eharman@hagerstown.usmd.edu
240-527-2728
Amanda Johnston
Public Relations Specialist
ajohnston@hagerstown.usmd.edu
240-527-2722

for more information, log on to www.hagerstown.usmd.edu
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Elizabethtowne Feaste and Frolic Fundraiser to
generate scholarship funds for usmh

Dr. Gaye McGovern (center), Feaste and Frolic event
chair, shares a laugh with guests at last year’s event.

Hear ye, hear ye. Come all ye ladies
and gents to the Elizabethtowne Feaste
and Frolic scholarship fundraiser event
on Saturday, September 13 at Duffy’s
on Potomac. Proceeds from the event
benefit the Waltersdorf/Henson Magnolia
Foundation Scholarship Fund for the benefit of the University System of Maryland
at Hagerstown.
The evening will begin with a 6:30 p.m.
reception followed by a 7:00 p.m. dinner.
At 8:00 p.m. guests will make their way
to the Maryland Theatre for Renaissance
vignettes and games of chance.
In its second year, the renaissancethemed event promises to be memorable.
“We decided the Renaissance-inspired
theme suited the event since many
have said USMH has served as the
catalyst for the renaissance in downtown
Hagerstown,” said USMH Executive
Director Dr. David Warner. Explaining
the name of the event, Dr. Warner, said,
“Elizabethtowne is to honor Jonathan
Hager’s wife, who was named Elizabeth.
Upon founding our community, he called it
Elizabethtowne, which was later renamed
to Hagerstown to honor Hager himself.”

The rest of event’s name describes the
food and entertainment attendees will
enjoy. The five-course Feaste, prepared
by Duffy’s on Potomac, will feature
Renaissance-inspired entrees such as
Pottage of Pork, originally a boar’s head
stew, and Fricasee and Chicken in the
White, a chicken dish with blades of mace
with black and white pepper, carrots and
onions with sweet herbs, egg yolks, nutmeg, white wine and mushrooms.
After the Renaissance dining experience,
attendees will travel to the Maryland
Theatre for the evening’s entertainment. A knight on horseback will lead
guests to the theater and along the way,
Hagerstown Community College (HCC)
faculty member Morgan Jenkins will
play her piccolo as the Pied Piper for the
evening.
Upon entering the Maryland Theatre,
guests will be welcomed by the Town
Crier, who will be played by Jay Frantz,
a local businessman and frequent theater
performer.

Throughout the evening, the Town Crier
will ring his bell and announce differ-

Amid the ongoing musical and theatrical entertainment, guests will also enjoy
playing games of chance provided by
the local Exchange Club. Attendees will
be able to purchase play money to take
their chances at various games including, black jack, the giant wheel and many
others. Guests will be given Renaissanceinspired playing cards to take home with
them as a souvenir.
“The Elizabehtowne Feast and Frolic planning committee has worked hard to make
the event memorable for all those who
attend,” said Dr. Gaye McGovern, USMH
advisory board chair. “Community support
of this event is very important as the funds
generated will help students in our region
attend USMH.”
To reserve your space please contact
the Community Foundation at 301745-5210 or visit http://www.cfwcmd.
org/, and to view photos from last year’s
Elizabethtowne Feaste and Frolic event
visit www.hagerstown.usmd.edu.
See page 7, for more information and
sponsorship opportunities.

ent Renaissance-themed vignettes. The
entertainment will feature magicians,
sword fighters, and other performers who
will be in the theater boxes and on the
floor.
Candice Mowbray, an HCC faculty
member, will play guitar and Jason Morar,
an HCC graduate, will read sonnets while
Morgan Jenkins plays the flute.

A member of Robinwood Players entertains guests
at last year’s Feaste and Frolic event.

Did you know?
Did you know that USMH is launching
a student ambassador program?

could conduct business via phone
and email. The students would be
tasked with discussing pertinent
As a way to have students more
issues to students who attend
involved in decisions that affect
partnering USMH institutions.
them. We are looking for a student The student ambassadors would
ambassador from each program at report their issues, comments and
USMH. The students would meet
concerns to the student repretogether at least once and then
sentative on the USMH Board of
university system of maryland at hagerstown >> discover your options

Advisors who then in turn would
report to the board. If you are
interested in participating in this
program, please contact Amanda
Johnston, USMH public relations
specialist at 240-527-2722 or
ajohnston@hagerstown.usmd.edu.

hear ye, hear ye!

Elizabethtowne Feaste and Frolic
Saturday, September 13, 2008 | The Ballroom at Duffy’s on Potomac

6:30 p.m. reception | 7 p.m. dinner
8 p.m. frolic to the maryland theatre for renaissance vignettes & games of chance

Proceeds benefit the Waltersdorf/Henson Magnolia Foundation Scholarship Fund
for the benefit of the University System of Maryland at Hagerstown

Sponsorship Opportunities

Help provide scholarship funds for students
attending the University System of Maryland at Hagerstown and support the downtown renaissance and
revitalization efforts.

$5,000

Dukes and Duchesses Includes 8 event tickets, reserved table, full-page ad in the program,
visual and verbal recognition at the event, recognition in the Community Foundation of Washington
County Newsletter, the event program, and a large-scale print thank you ad in the Herald-Mail.

$2,500

Lords and Ladies

$1,000

Beefeaters and Royal Guards

$ 500

Troubadours and Jesters Includes 2 event tickets, listing in the event program, the
Community Foundation Newsletter, and a Herald-Mail thank you ad.

Includes 6 event tickets, reserved table, 1/2 page ad in the program, verbal
recognition at the event, listing in the Community Foundation Newsletter, the event program, and a
large-scale print thank you ad in the Herald-Mail.
Includes 4 event tickets, 1/4 page ad in the program, listing
in the Community Foundation Newsletter, the event program, and a Herald-Mail thank you ad.

Individual tickets are $100.

Mail your check, made payable to the Community Foundation of Washington County MD, Inc., to:
The Community Foundation of Washington County MD, Inc., 33 West Franklin Street, Suite 203, Hagerstown, MD 21740
Attn: Waltersdorf/Henson Magnolia Foundation Scholarship Fund.

Please Call the Community Foundation of Washington County at 301-745-5210 to Reserve Your Space.
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Contact Participating Universities
Frostburg State University
Education Programs Coordinator
Dr. Kim Rotruck
College of Education Administrative Assistant Kathy Griemsmann
Coordinator of Academic Advising Activities Gary Austin

240-527-2736
240-527-2741
240-527-2708

krotruck@frostburg.edu
kmgriemsmann@frostburg.edu
gaustin@frostburg.edu		

Salisbury University
Social Work Program Coordinator

Cindy Wingate

240-527-2737

clwingate@salisbury.edu

Towson University
Nursing Programs Director
Administrative Assistant

Judy Breitenbach
Susan Morren

240-527-2726
240-527-2757

jbreitenbach@towson.edu
smorren@towson.edu

University of Maryland University College
Director of Western Maryland Operations
Team Associates

Adrienne McBride
Ken Davis

240-527-2750
240-527-2711

amcbride@umuc.edu
kdavis@umuc.edu

University of Maryland, College Park
Program Coordinator

Paul Easterling

301-405-3017

peaster@umd.edu

University System of Maryland at Hagerstown
32 West Washington Street
Hagerstown, MD 21740
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